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Vice-Principal: Sofia Papadatos 

Thornlea SS 
January 18, 2019 

Congratulations to the Thornlea Tier 2 Junior Girls Volleyball team for placing 2nd in the Father Mi-
chael McGivney invitational tournament last Friday!  The girls played 5 hard fought matches, win-
ning 9 of 12 sets, and then landed in the final against a strong Tier 1 Brother Andre team.  The girls 
played an excellent match, but ended up with a very close loss.  They attacked well and played ex-
cellent defense; a great place to be just before our regular season begins! Way to go Thunder! 
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Message From The Vice -Principal 
 
Dear Families and Community Members, 

Happy New Year!   

 

The first semester is quickly ending with only a few days of classes left before the final examination period.  As students and staff 
wrap up courses, we look back at a wonderful semester of rich learning and experiences through our many extra-curricular activi-
ties at school. 

  

A reminder to parents/guardians that the next School Council meeting will take place on Monday January 21 at 7pm, in the library.  
The meeting will include a special presentation on cannabis and opioids from York Region Public Health. 

   

There are a few important dates and events for parents and students to note:  

January 24-January 29-Semester 1 Final Exams (cafeteria will be closed) 

January 30-Inclement Weather Exam Day 

January 31-Exam Review (am only).  Students can view their exam and obtain their final marks for first semester courses. For 
courses with no final exam, students will have the time to discuss the culminating course assignments with their teachers. 

February 1-PA Day 

February 4-Official start of Semester 2 

February 7-Semester 1 report cards distributed to students 

February 11-Course Selection Assemblies by Grade (see Guidance for schedule) 

February 14-Photo Day 

February 18-Family Day (school closed) 

Semester two timetables will be emailed to students on February 1.  

 

A friendly reminder to any students who have not paid their graduation fee on School Cash online to do so as soon as possible. 

Looking ahead to the beginning of semester two, the process for students to begin selecting their courses for the 2019/2020 school 
year will commence on February 11 through the new platform myBlueprint. It would be a great idea for students and parents to 
plan for the upcoming school year. The guidance department will be having course selection assemblies on February 11th to assist 
students with this process. If you have specific questions about pathway options and about courses, students can make an appoint-
ment with their guidance counsellor.  Additionally, our Student Success Team will be holding a parent information session on 
Course Selection and post-secondary pathways on January 16 from 7-8pm in the library. 

 

Lastly, students who are writing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy test in March will have the opportunity to participate in a 
free, preparatory workshop.  Please see attached flyer. 

 

Wishing our students a successful examination period and a great start to Semester 2. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sofia Papadatos 

Vice-Principal 
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Message From Our Trustee 
 

Happy 2019! I hope your holiday season was festive, and your vacation restful. I like to welcome this season 
with renewed enthusiasm, seeing it as a time for reflection at the year ahead, building upon our accomplish-
ments of the past.  
 
I am honoured to not only serve as your trustee, but also as Budget Chair, where I will work tirelessly to en-
sure that resources are directed to areas that best serve students and the continual improvement 
of public education. We have exciting initiatives in the works. The new Board of Trustees is filled with a var-
ied set of skills and experience, driven to bring forward innovative ideas to York Region District School Board.  
 
Schools are our children’s home away from home; in recent months I’ve had the opportunity to visit our 
schools, and see the wonderful work being done by our teachers and staff members. I’ve spoken with par-
ents and teachers about ways we can collectively improve educational outcomes and support the priorities in 
the Trustees’ Multi-Year Strategic Plan: 

 Foster well-being and mental health 

 Build collaborative relationships 

 Champion equity and inclusivity 

 Empower ethical leadership   

 
In the upcoming months, I will continue to engage with principals, school councils, parents and students 
about our journey ahead. Each and every individual’s insights are invaluable to strengthening our education 
system, and I look forward to achieving our goals together.  
 
I’m always happy to hear your thoughts - and you can join the conversation on Twitter @david4thornhill. 

 
Warmest regards, 
 
David Sherman 
Trustee, Markham Ward 1 - Vaughan Ward 5 

 

Phone: 647-992-6334 

Email: david.sherman@yrdsb.ca  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:david.sherman@yrdsb.ca
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Hello Graduates  

of 2019! 
 

 

 

The graduation ceremony will be on 
June 27, 2019  

                                                     at Hazelton Manor.  

 

There is a fee of $75.00 to attend the graduation ceremony.  

 

Fee includes the following: 

Venue 

Sound/Lighting 

Décor 

Gown/Cap to keep 

Refreshments 

Programme printing 

 

Make sure to pay your fee via CASH ON LINE and  

include your gown size.  

 

There is a limit of 2 guests per grad.  

 

DEADLINE DATE to pay your fee is: March 31st, 2019 
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We want to remind students that the use of electronic products such as 
vaping, electronic cigarettes and cigars as well as cartridges of nicotine 
solutions and related products are not permitted on or within 20 metres 
of school property. This means 20 metres beyond the school boundaries 
as opposed to simply off of school property. Health Canada reports 
health risks associated with vaping particularly for young people.  

 

This is in compliance with the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, which is enforced 
locally by York Region Community and Health Services and the Tobacco 
and Smoke-Free Environment Policy and Procedure. A progressive form 
of discipline, including potential suspension from school and fines (up to 
$5,000), is in place for students who break the law.  

 
For more information visit Health Canada or the Board website. Partner-
ship for Drug Free Kids also provides a resource on how to talk to your 
kids about vaping. 
 
 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/smoking-tobacco/vaping.html#a3
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-smokefreeenvironment-461.0.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-smokefreeenvironment-461.0.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/where-you-cant-smoke-or-vape-ontario
https://drugfree.org/download/what-you-need-to-know-how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-vaping/
https://drugfree.org/download/what-you-need-to-know-how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-vaping/
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Happy New Year from the Guidance Department!  
January 18, 2019 
  
Our team has been busy with providing our students with information about the University and Col-
lege Application process, scholarship and community involvement hours and timetable requests for 
2

nd
 semester. 

 
The Guidance Team this year consists of: 
 
Mrs. Gail Burdett (Guidance Secretary) Ext. 207 
Ms. Lovleen Rai (French Immersion Counselor/Scholarship Lead/Literacy Lead) Ext 254  
Ms. Viviane Estafanos (Student Success/Credit Recovery/AP Exam Lead/F.I. Teacher) Ext 251 
Ms. Andrea Tse (ESL Counselor/Head of ESL Teacher) Ext 178 
Ms. Julie Scott (Student Success) Voicemail 476 
Ms. Maria Merecoulias (Student Support for ESL students) Voicemail 689  
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) Ext 330 
 
We also would like to announce the process for making guidance appointments. First, please see 
Mrs. Burdett, our Guidance Secretary.  If any student would like to make an appointment with their 
“area” identified counselor (French Immersion, ESL, Other), they should come to the Guidance Of-
fice before school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their lunch (11:30 to 12:30), or after school (3:00 to 
3:30) to make their appointment. 
 
The Ontario University Application Centre (OUAC) deadline has now passed.  Currently 198 Thorn-
lea students have applied.  We wish them all the best in their exams next week and will continue to 
answer their questions on the University selection process. Note: Our Guidance Department will up-
load your grade 12 Marks in early February. No marks will be submitted to OUAC until that time. 
 
Guidance will continue to monitor and support the College application process.  We have had 15 
students apply as of today. No PinCodes are distributed for College Applications; students will cre-
ate their own on-line at www.ontariocolleges.ca. Students can apply today! 
The “Equal Consideration” Deadline for your College Application is February1st, 2019 
(recommend to pay on-line with a credit card) 
 
Guidance already offered a College application seminar. If you need further assistance please see 
Ms. Lovleen Rai in the Guidance Office. 
 
The next OUAC University grades transmission is scheduled for February 14

th
, 2019. 

The next OCAS College grades transmission is scheduled for February 8
th
, 2019. 

Final marks will be automatically sent to Ontario Universities and Colleges from the School. 
 
As for Scholarship information for grade 12 graduating students, please make an appointment to see Ms. Rai in the Guidance office. 
There is additional scholarship information available, please see Ms. Rai for the password. 
 
Two great websites to find out more information on scholarships are: 
http://www.studentawards.com/ 
 
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships 

 
 
 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
http://www.studentawards.com/
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships
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If students are planning on making a request for a timetable change for 2
nd

 semester, they 
should make an appointment with their counselor today. 
 
Otherwise, if students are planning on making a request for a timetable change for 2

nd
 semester, a 

“request to make a change” form will be handed out by the Guidance Office starting Feb. 4
th

. 
Listen for your Grade level to be called down to the Guidance Office on Feb. 4

th
. 

 
Course selections for next year 2019/20, will start on Monday February 11

th
.  There will be 

grade assemblies on Monday Feb. 11
th

 during Periods 1, 2, 3, and 4 to provide information on 
this process.  Grade 9(Pd. 1), Grade 10(Pd. 2), Grade 12(Pd. 3), Grade 11(Pd. 4). Course selec-
tions in myBlueprint are to be completed and submitted by Friday Feb. 22

nd
 this is the Equal 

Consideration Deadline. 
 
Community Service Hours 
We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a process in place for Community 
Service Hours.  All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma.  The Guidance department must approve your community service opportunity be-
fore you start your hours.  Please see your counselor for pre-approval. It should be at a Not-For-
Profit organization. 
 
We also would like to announce the approved initiative to all our grade 9 students.  Grade 9 students 
that complete their 40 community service hours in their grade 9 year will receive a special certificate 
of completion.  This is for grade 9’s only. The 40 hours must be submitted into our Guidance Office 
by Friday June 21

st
 to Qualify. 

 
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance Office and pick 
up a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our “Volunteer Bulletin Board” for op-
portunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education graduation requirement. 
 
 
A reminder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community service hours 
by January 31st

h
, 2019. Before the next OUAC/OCAS transmission. 

 
 
Night School Course registration starts in January 7, 2019. 
 
www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/Night-School-Credit-Courses.aspx 
 
 
Night School E-Learning Course registration has started – register on-line today. (Note: Only if you 
have 3 or less courses on your Timetable) 
 
www.yrdsb.ca/schools/e-learning/programs/Pages/Winter-Catalog.aspx 
 
 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance and Career Education 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/Night-School-Credit-Courses.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/e-learning/programs/Pages/Winter-Catalog.aspx
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Athletics at Thornlea 

Our senior boys basketball team is off to a great start in the 2018/2019 sea-
son winning both the KHS tournament and the Jarvis invitational tourna-
ment. Go Thunder! Ralph Moghaizel 

 
This year, the swim team competed in three meets, including the YRAA 
Champ meet, which was attended by over 800 students, from over 30 
schools. Almost the entire team qualified for the champ meet after numer-
ous successes at the "prep" level. Here are the highlights from the 
champs:   

Meredith Liu made it to OFSAA for 200 metre freestyle and individual 
medley! 

Gloria Lo finished 3rd in 100 metre breaststroke and 4th in 100 metre 
individual medley! 

Aly Lum finished 6th in 100 metre freestyle! 

Mr. Ackerman would like to thank each of the swimmers for their individual 
and team efforts in representing Thornlea. Go Thunder!!! 

 
The Coed Curling Team led by student coach Madeleine Mungal won its 
3rd match in a row this week and now has a record of 3 wins and 2 losses, 
with a good chance of making the playoffs with 2 regular season games left 
to go in the the new year.  This is Thornlea's best curling record this milleni-
um. David Chan 
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 The Thornlea Thunder Junior Boys Team is lit! Mid-season they have won 2 junior tournaments, are undefeated in the YRAA 

Senior League! Are undefeated in the high profile National Junior Circuit. Have an amazing record of 23-1 (the loss was in triple 

overtime to a senior team!). Wish them luck the rest of the way in pursuit of 3 banners – YRAA, OFSAA, N.J.C. Championship. 

 

Champions of the Vaughan Jr. Tournament 

 

Champions of the Henry Carr Jr. Tournament 

 

Undefeated (4-0) in the National Jr Circuit Session 1 

 

Undefeated (4-0) in the National Jr. Circuit Session 2 
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Highlights from the History 

Department  
 

This semester, Mme. De Luca’s 

grade 10 French immersion students 

attended an Anne frank exhibit at 

Westmount collegiate.  

 

There, students had the opportunity 

to learn about the life of Anne frank 

and the history behind World War II. 

They learnt about Anne’s 

experience hiding from the Nazis 

with her family, and how she used 

her journal as her means of escape. 

 

The exhibition came directly from the Anne frank museum in Amsterdam and 

was led by two of Westmount’s students, who 

underwent a special training that allowed 

them to interactively teach 

the progression of events that 

occurred between 1935 and 

1945 in a way that our students could relate. This was a great community 

initiative and educational experience overall!                          
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THORNLEA STUDENTS PLEAD GUILTY TO HAVING A GOOD TIME AT THE COURTHOUSE 

On Monday December 10, 2018 the grades 11 and 12 law classes visited the Superior Court House at 361 University Ave.  

Students were able to observe interesting cases involving assault, murder and robbery.  While listening to the various 

trials taking place, they were able to relate back to cases we had discussed in class, as well as courtroom procedures.  

They had the opportunity to observe the various court officials, and what their roles involve, as well as experience how 

courtroom drama in the movies, is very different than in real life. 

In the afternoon, the two classes visited the Federal Court House.  Justice Alan Diner invited our students to a question 

and answer session which also included Michael Battista, Michael Butterfield, and Jenna Ward.  Justice Alan Diner spoke 

about his experience and responsibilities as a judge.  Michael Battista is the founder of the Rainbow Railroad which 

supports the LGBTQ community, a Professor at the University of Toronto Munk School, and an attorney with Battista 

Smith Law.  He is a private attorney who represents those who are trying to immigrate to Canada.   Michael Butterfield is 

a long-time attorney with the Department of Justice.  He reviews cases in order to enforce our immigration laws and 

ensure that they are followed.   Jenna Ward shared her experiences with law school, becoming a law clerk, and 

eventually, becoming a corporate lawyer.  Lastly, we were given a tour of the Federal Court Office as well as the judge’s 

office.  A great time was had by all and the students were introduced to various individuals and their important 

contributions to our justice system.  A special thanks to Justice Diner for inviting us and co-ordinating all of the guest 

speakers!! 
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Join a Club at Thornlea 18-19! 

 

Art Council  

Mental Health Society  

Digital Media Arts Club 

Vocal Ensemble "Les Voix" 

Peer Buddies Club 

Ski and Snowboard Club 

Thornlea Amnesty International Book Club 

Gender Sexuality Alliance 

Thornlea Wellness Initiative Council 

Thornlea Peer Tutors 

Breakfast Club 

Athletic Council 

Rock-Climbing Team and Club 

Computer Club 

Afghan/Iranian  Club 

Korean K-Pop Dance Club 

Thornlea Street Patrol 

Otaku Club 

Thornlea Thunder Network 

Thornlea DECA Club 

Tennis Club 

Biology Club 

Eco Club  

Stem Cell Club  

Thrill Seekers Club  

Golf Club 

Thornlea Curling Club 

Music Council 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 January 21    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 

 January 24-29   EXAMS 

 January 30    EXAM Conflict Day 

 January 31    EXAM Review Day 

 February 1    PA Day 

 February 4    First Day Semester 2 

 February 4    YR Public Health Immunization 

       Clinic in PM 

 February 7    Final Sem 1 Report Cards Home 

 February 11-14   Course Selection Assemblies 

 February 18    Family Day—No school today 

 February 19    PHOTO Day **NEW DATE** 

 February 19    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 

 March 7     Interim Reports Home 

 March 11-15    Spring Break 

 March 27    OSSLT 

 

 

 

 


